‘Dáil na nÓg is a parliament for young
people. It is where we get heard.’

‘It means a lot to me because I get to
represent a lot of people in my area.’

‘It’s a chance to get my point across.’

Delegate Report
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About Dáil na nÓg
Dáil na nÓg is a parliament for young
people. It is where we get heard...

The National Children’s Strategy
Children will have a voice in matters which affect
them and their views will be given due weight in
accordance with their age and maturity.
This is the first goal of the National Children’s
Strategy under which Dáil na nÓg was
established. The National Children’s Strategy is
government policy aimed at improving the lives of
all Irish children. Throughout the National
Children’s Strategy, the word child refers to
people under the age of 18.
What is Dáil na nÓg?
Dáil na nÓg means ‘young people’s parliament’.
Dáil na nÓg gives the children and young people
of Ireland the opportunity to represent the views
of those under the age of 18 at a national level.
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Objectives of Dáil na nÓg
The objectives of Dáil na nÓg are to:
> Provide a place where children and young
people can raise and debate issues of
concern to them;
> Act as a way for children and young
people’s concerns to be fed into the
development of public policy making;
> Provide a model for children and young
people’s participation which can be
developed at local level with links to the
national Dáil;
> Support civic, social and personal
development in children and young people;
> Provide an opportunity for children and
young people to hear and learn about the
experiences of other children growing up
in Ireland.
The National Children’s Office (NCO) is a
government office which was set up to make
sure that the National Children’s Strategy
becomes a reality.

Preparation for Dáil na nÓg 2003
The NCO contracted the running of Dáil na nÓg 2003 to the National
Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI). NCO and NYCI worked together to
plan Dáil na nÓg. The NCO chaired a steering committee for Dáil na
nÓg 2003, which gave advice and direction in the planning of the Dáil.
Four young representatives from Comhairle na nÓg were members
of this steering committee.
NYCI is a Social Partner. Social Partnership is about meetings
between Government, employers, trade unions, farming bodies and
the community and the voluntary sector to plan national agreements.
NYCI is a Social Partner as part of the community and voluntary
sector. All these groups have worked together and come up with a
programme called Sustaining Progress, which makes commitments
on improving various services in Ireland from 2003 to 2005.
Dáil na nÓg 2003 themes
The choice of themes for Dáil na nÓg was taken from Sustaining
Progress because these are areas that the government has agreed to
work on from 2003 to 2005. Delegates voted to discuss Alcohol and
Drug Abuse and Educational Disadvantage at Dáil na nÓg 2003.
Dáil na nÓg 2003 was the third Dáil na nÓg. It took place in Croke
Park on Saturday 15th November 2003. The first two Dáil na nÓg
meetings were held in the Mansion House.

3<
AGENDA FOR DÁIL NA NÓG 2003
10:30

Arrival and Registration
with Refreshments.

11:15

Opening by Brian Lenihan
TD, Minister for Children

11:30

Workshop discussion on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse

12:40

Lunch

1:40

Workshop discussion on
Educational Disadvantage

2:50

Refreshment Break

3:10

Feedback from
workshops – meeting of
all delegates
Minister’s Question Time

4:30

Close

It’s a chance to get
my point across...

What happened
at Dáil na nÓg 2003?
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Arrival and Registration
178 delegates started arriving from about
10:00am. Buses and taxis had been arranged to
bring people from stations, airports and An Óige,
a youth hostel where some delegates stayed the
night before.

I am committed to your views being heard and
acted upon and will present the report of the Dáil
to the Cabinet Committee on Children. The
National Children’s Strategy, which promotes
children and young people having a voice in
matters that affect them, is Government policy.’

After registration and some refreshments
delegates went to their group tables to meet their
fellow group members and their facilitators.

After the Minister’s speech, the process for the
selection of the themes at Dáil na nÓg was
described by the two chairpersons. The
chairpersons explained that the themes had been
selected from the social partnership process and
were based on the ten special initiatives of that
process. In the months leading up to the Dáil, the
Comhairle na nÓg around the country had
discussed and voted on the themes to be
discussed at Dáil na nÓg. They had selected
Alcohol and Drug Abuse and Educational
Disadvantage as the themes for the day.

Opening Session
Just before 11:00am, delegates made their way to
the plenary seating area. The chairpersons, David
Hopkins and Jennifer Malone, went through the
timetable for the day. The chairpersons also
covered the rules for the day contained in the Dáil
na nÓg Code. David and Jennifer then introduced
Brian Lenihan TD, Minister for Children, who
formally opened Dáil na nÓg 2003, saying:
‘I’m very pleased to be here today to host the 3rd
annual Dáil na nÓg, and I look forward to hearing
your views, and I’m very grateful for your
participation in this event. The recommendations
made by you today will be followed up and
negotiated by you through social partnership.

Workshop discussions
on Dáil na nÓg 2003 themes
After the chairpersons’ speeches, the Dáil broke
into Group Session which lasted a total of 2 hours
20 minutes before and after the lunch break.
Delegates split into pairs or groups of three to
discuss the issues, followed by a group session
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where everybody fed in their ideas. These were
listed on a flip chart and at the end of the session,
delegates in each group voted for the top three
points to come from their group.
During the first session from 11:30am to 12:40pm
alcohol and drug abuse was discussed.
At 12:40pm everybody broke for lunch. During a
lunch of sandwiches and hot snacks delegates
were entertained by clowns, jugglers, a stiltwalker and teenage bands.
After lunch, delegates returned to their groups to
discuss the issue of educational disadvantage.
The format was the same as the first session and
at the end delegates voted on the 3 issues that
they would bring forward to the full Dáil from
their groups.
Feedback from workshops
and Minister’s Comments
After a short refreshment break, everybody
returned to the main meeting area, which was laid
out in the square shape of a Dáil chamber with
delegates facing each other rather than all facing
the front. The 3 outcomes from each group on the
two themes (alcohol and drug abuse and

educational disadvantage), had been typed into a
computer and were displayed on a large screen
behind the stage as each group reported.
After the feedback, the Minister for Children
responded to the issues raised and explained to
the delegates what he would be doing on each of
the themes, and how he would be getting
Government to listen to the points and outcomes.
After some closing remarks and thanks from the
chairpersons, the Minister formally closed Dáil na
nÓg 2003 at 4:30pm with the following remarks:
‘Thank you for your comments. You came up with
a number of excellent ideas and I’ll certainly
bring them to the attention of Government,
because they are very worthy of consideration. It
is very important in all this process, as I said at
the start, that you are involved and that you make
your views known. I know you’ve done that very
clearly today, and I know that what you’ve said
will be bought to the Government.’
Delegates then met up with the other delegates
from their Comhairle na nÓg and set off on the
journey home.

Summary of Key Points Raised by Delegates
Theme 1: Alcohol and Drug Abuse
People in Ireland have never before used as much alcohol as they do now, causing all sorts
of problems to their health, relationships and family life. Young people in Ireland are now
one of the highest users of illegal drugs in Europe. All kinds of ideas have been put forward
for dealing with our use of alcohol and drugs in the last few years, but we don’t seem to have
got it right yet.

SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS RAISED BY DELEGATES
> more leisure centres, discos, youth clubs and other alcohol-free activities;
> information and education too late or not at all: campaigns are needed from
primary school upwards;
> law reform;
> effective advertising to highlight dangers;
> support to overcome peer-pressure;
> alcohol is part of our culture – adults need to change too;
> young people must be actively involved in decision making on alcohol and drug
abuse among young people.
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Theme 2: Educational Disadvantage
Education is a very important part of young
people’s lives, both in school and in youth groups.
Most young people stay in school and do their
Leaving Certificate. For many different reasons,
one in five young people do not complete the
Leaving Certificate, which can cause problems in
finding a job or career. Many young people juggle
their education with part-time work. In addition,
there are many young people and adults who
have difficulties reading in their everyday lives.

SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS
RAISED BY DELEGATES
> Points system too pressurised.
Different methods of assessment must
be considered. Young people should be
part of this process;
> Attending primary and secondary
education is costly;
> The curriculum and subject options
should be reviewed in conjunction with
young people;
> Teaching standards should be assessed
on a regular basis;
> Fully functional student councils with a
real say in how schools are run;
> Schools should be seen and used as a
pillar in each community;
> There should be more and better
support services for young people who
need them.

Key Issues Selected
in Each Workshop
Alcohol and Drug Abuse
> More things to do: discos, youth centres, cafes
> Stricter checks at off-licences
> More education in secondary schools
> Not enough information, and inadequate;
not interactive
> There are too few drugs awareness
counsellors in schools
> People don’t feel they can stop the dealers;
need community spirit
> Peer pressure is what causes under-18s to drink
> Alternatives to drinking needed
> More things to do in the evenings would help
> Legal age for purchase of alcohol lowered to 16
> More Garda check points for drink driving, and ID
checks at pubs/clubs
> Proper “fair” education in all fields
> Teenagers need alternative activities
to hanging around on the streets
> More Gardaí on the street
> Limit drink advertising
> More youth clubs, activities, leisure centres
> Training so young people can resist peer pressure
> Young people who are using drugs/alcohol
should have daily Garda checks
> Not enough night-time recreational facilities
> Peer pressure and availability
> More information should be available;
shock ads are effective
> Drop-in centres for all children; easy access;
loads of activities
> Government needs to highlight the impact
of drinking
> Legalise mild drugs: legalisation means
less temptation
> Pubs are part of culture; young people allowed
in pubs with their family
> Boredom leads to drinking; resources should
be given to leisure facilities
> Awareness and education programmes
> Facilities and information on alternative facilities
> Information and education; influence attitudes
> Ensure that penalties affect the young people
themselves; community service
> Education and information should start at primary
level, becoming more practical in later years
> More facilities; youth clubs, alcohol-free
band nights
> New legislation; if under-18s have to leave at 9pm,
can effect rural communities, tourism

> Availability of drugs
> Youth services should be age-specific
> Alcohol is not seen as a drug, but as part
of our lives
> Drinking is planned, and talked about both before
and after going out
> Education about drugs and alcohol comes too late
or not at all
> Reasons young people drink:
thrill, illegality, boredom
> Provide information and education in a
youth-friendly environment
> Youth facilities: longer opening hours; places to
have fun without drink
> The law: harsher penalties for under-age drinking
> Change 9pm law
> Education and awareness on drugs/alcohol
> Legalise cannabis, with stricter controls
> More involvement in decision-making
at youth centres
> Schools give negative side of drug information;
most information comes from friends and television
> Only social outlet in many rural areas is the pub
> Compulsory drug/alcohol talks in schools from
people who know what they’re talking about;
starting in primary school
> Should be more amenities in communities
> Harsher punishment for under-age drinking;
community service
> Lower drinking age to 16; safer to drink in a pub
than in a field
> Introduce educational programmes in primary
school; shock adverts should be used
> More facilities; hang-out places; drop-in centres
> Penalties for young people; 3 chances;
community service
> Education and information; success depends on
how it’s delivered; peer education
> Every town needs a drop-in centre, with no alcohol
or drugs allowed
> Dlí nua a chur i bhfeidhm – moladh go laghdofaí
aois cead isteach sna tithe tábhairne go 16
> Moladh go mbeadh polasaí náisiúnta curtha i
bhfeidhm chun eolas faoi mhí-úsáid drugaí agus
alcóil a scaipeadh i ngach meán-scoil sa tír
> “Tá ár dtuairimí fhéin againn - éist linn”
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Educational Disadvantage
> Ar siúl sa rang – deacair é a réiteach. Bullaíocht ar
siúl ag múinteoirí go háirithe i scoileanna beaga.
Moladh Comhairlí na nDaltaí a bhunú sna scoileanna.
> An Ghaeilge- Easpa téacsleabhar, níl caighdeán
sásúil Gaeilge ag go leor múinteoirí, níl an
curaclam go maith;
> Seirbhísí do Dhaoine le Mí-Chumas – Múinteoirí
spesialta a chur ar fáil do dhaltaí – gan bhéim a
chur ar chóras na bpoíntí
> More grants/scholarships; fees are a problem
> Start careers guidance at Junior Cert level
> More extra-curricular education
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> Costs of going back to school are high; government
should provide grants for uniforms, etc.
> Greater choice of subjects; religion and Irish should
not be compulsory
> Not everyone likes the point system; continuous
assessment should be considered
> More holistic education, including practical subjects
> Too much emphasis on going to college;
encourage more career options
> Board of management and principals to consult
students when making decisions
> Stronger links between mainstream and special
needs schools; break down barriers
> Exam system causes too much pressure
> Use school facilities for non-school events
in the community
> Continuous assessment for Leaving Cert
> Free education
> Support and training
> More non-academic subjects
> More people-skills in teacher training
> A little more continuous assessment
> Continuous assessment for teachers
> Genuine free education
> Opportunity to repeat Leaving Cert without
repeating whole year
> All subjects in all schools; no sexual stereotyping
> Modernised methods of teaching; surprise inspections
> Point system alone not sufficient
> Education system should be flexible to
accommodate personal situations

> Student support services should be improved
> Funding needed to improve facilities and services
> Wider curriculum; more practical choices
> Implementation of legislation on student councils
> Better training for teachers and
continuous supervision
> Revise Leaving Cert system; continuous
assessment etc.
> Equal opportunity for people from disadvantaged
backgrounds; support for parents and students
> Student should be more involved in
decision-making
> Leaving Cert can be high pressure, causing some
to drop out or feel doomed to failure
> Rent-a-book schemes in all schools
> Promote the Leaving Cert Applied
amongst employers
> Schools costs much too high
> Subjects should be optional
> Method of teaching should be relevant to
day-to-day life
> Change curricula to suit all; alternative and
mainstream choices
> Standard of teaching to be the same for all
> Shorter time in school day; from 6hrs to 5hrs
> Fewer subjects in Junior Cert so more will go on
to do Leaving
> Year-round assessments
> Too much pressure placed on young people
> Too much pressure from parents and school
to do well
> Not to wear uniform
> Disabled and non-disabled students should be
taught together; more facilities for disabled
> More subject choice; public-speaking, drama
> Different forms of assessment
> Open communication; respect; trust
> Too much homework; books too heavy
> Not enough facilities for special needs
> Irish should not be compulsory
> More fun and creativity in learning
> Young people should be paid to stay in school
> More programmes like Leaving Cert Applied and
Leaving Cert Vocational

Dáil na nÓg 2003 Evaluation 1
The first evaluation was on a form which
was completed by delegates on the day
at Croke Park. Ten questions were
asked, to get a quick and immediate
response from the delegates.
A total of 136 forms were collected
from 178 delegates. Several forms
received were also incomplete. The
organisers will need to re-examine this
process, to work out why so many
delegates did not complete the form.
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Answers to the questions were as follows:
[It should be noted that for the multiple choice questions,
many delegates ticked or chose more than one option. So,
for example in Question 4, if they had discussed the issues
with friends and people at school, they would have chosen
both (a) and (c)].

Question 1:
Please explain what Dáil na nÓg means to you.
This was the only question, which asked for a written
answer, as opposed to a multiple choice tick-box. Delegates
were reminded that there was no right or wrong answer. The
answers were varied, but mainly echoed the same themes,
examples of which are:
A place for young people to get together to discuss issues.
Comparing thoughts and opinions.
A voice for the Youth of Ireland.
Advising Government of what’s relevant to young people.
An opportunity for young people to be listened to and heard.
A chance to say “what we want.”
Influencing the way the country is run.
Telling the Minister what affects me and my friends.
Representing other young people from my area.
It’s like a Young People’s Parliament.
Being listened to by adults, instead of being told all the time.
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Young people in Ireland getting their say.
Hearing different opinions from different parts of the
country, and from different social backgrounds.
Helping others in Ireland by changing things.
Helping Government to combat problems and address
important issues.
A safe space to represent my peers.
A chance to speak my mind.
A Youth Council.
Discussing the rights of children today.
Expression for youth.
A chance to input into decisions that help society and
the environment.
A chance to develop ability and confidence in speaking out.

Question 2: What did you enjoy most about today?
CHOICES:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

RESULTS:

Meeting new people
The opportunity to speak my mind
The chance to influence decisions which will affect my life
Other

86
101
72
5

Answers under other included:
‘That I was actually listened to’
‘I had the opportunity to listen to others people’s opinions’
‘The feel-good feeling of making a difference’
‘Knowing that I was representing my peers’

Question 3: Do you feel that you were listened to at Dáil na nÓg today?
Yes: 132 No: 1
Three delegates made other observations, two commenting that they
did not know whether they were listened to, and one that they felt that
the adults had listened but peers had not.

Question 4: Who did you consult about the two topics?
CHOICES:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)

Friends
Internet / Books
People at school
Members of youth club or other club
Members of Comhairle na nÓg
Nobody
Other

RESULTS:
90
18
70
34
29
4
8

As can be seen, most delegates discussed the issues with one or more of a
combination of options (a) to (c) which were the options which would be more likely
to be their peers. Four people said that they had consulted with no one whilst eight
chose option (g) being other. Answers under “other” included parents, other family,
teachers and other adult family friends.
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Question 5: Was there anything that you think should have been done
differently or that you would change?
No: 112

Yes: 24

Feedback here was generally positive.
Among the sugested changes were;
> giving more time to debate themes;
> more time for everything;
> making the event a two day event and
> meeting more often.
A few comments were received on the layout. Some delegates said
that it was a great idea to be all together, others wished that
tables could have been a little further apart to give more room and
privacy, and to reduce the noise effect. It was noted (presumably from
delegates in those groups) that putting some groups on the balcony had
not been a success, as this had made them feel slightly separated
during the break-out sessions. It was recommended that all groups
should be facilitated in the same area. The comments above cover
different suggestions, which will have to be examined by the organisers
(NCO and NYCI).
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Question 6: Do you intend to tell your friends and people at school
about what happened at Dáil na nÓg today?
Yes: 134 No: 2

Question 7: Do you think using sticky dots at the end of each working
session was a good idea?
(This was a process by which delegates voted for the preferred points to
be taken forward into the plenary session.)
Yes: 108 No: 19 Didn’t use them: 9
The majority of delegates found the process acceptable. 9 delegates
(presumably one group) said that they had decided not to use them. Of
the 19 who said no, not many gave reasons, but one indicated that there
were too many dots, and that the process had not been clearly
explained to them.

Question 8: Do you think that it was good to be in a group with people
you don’t know and who come from different parts of
the country?
Yes: 133 No: 3
Almost everyone agreed. Only three disagreed and none gave a reason
for disagreeing.

Question 9: Do you think it was good to have people from one
age bracket?
Yes: 127 No: 9
The majority of delegates enjoyed discussing issues with delegates of
their own age. Of those who disagreed, some suggested that it would
have improved the dialogue to have a mixture of ages in the groups.
They pointed out that younger delegates in the plenary session had
demonstrated their ability to discuss issues and should have had the
opportunity to mix with the older delegates.

Question 10: Do you think that you were representing your peers at
Dáil na nÓg?
Yes: 118 No: 18
It should be noted that of those who said ‘no’, very few gave reasons.
Comments from those who did give reasons showed a lack of
understanding of what the word peer meant. It should be noted that the
use of suitable language is important in gaining correct responses.
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Dáil na nÓg 2003 Evaluation 2
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The second evaluation was sent by post to
delegates the week after Dáil na nÓg. Of 178
forms sent, 106 responses were received. There
were 18 questions divided into four subject
areas. These were:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Your Information
Dáil na nÓg
Comhairle na nÓg
The Future

Section 1
This section contained three questions
(1 – 3) and asked for personal information from
delegates, which is for the use of the organisers
in planning for the future.
Section 2
This section contained six questions (4 – 9)
concerning delegates’ experiences of Dáil na
nÓg. Some questions repeated those of
Evaluation 1, and will be compared to the
answers to the first evaluation to see if
people’s opinions changed from their first
reaction on the day. Other questions were new.
The section was a combination of multiplechoice and written opinion questions.

Question 4: Do you think Dáil na nÓg is important?
Yes: 105 No: 1
Only one delegate said that they did not think Dáil na nÓg was
important. Unfortunately, no reason was given for this opinion. Of the
105 who agreed that Dáil na nÓg is important, many supported their
answer by adding words like ‘definitely’, ‘very’, and so on.
Those delegates who had added comments in support, in essence
repeated the views of the first evaluation, that it ‘gave young people a
voice’, ‘was an opportunity to influence government’, ‘a chance to meet
young people from other areas’, and ‘a meeting where you know you
will be listened to’.

Question 5: How were you selected to attend Dáil na nÓg?
The answers here were very encouraging in terms of the democratic
selection of delegates.
78 delegates said that they had attended Dáil na nÓg as representatives
of their local Comhairle. There were some discrepancies in terms of
how people understood they had been chosen. The words, selected,
picked, nominated appeared in some answers, but the majority said
they had been elected. Six delegates said that they had been picked
‘out of a hat’.
15 delegates answered that they had gone through a similar process in
their school or youth club, whilst three answered that they had been
selected through the NCO Comhairle facilitated by ISPCC.
Two gave no answer and six said that they had been picked, either by a
teacher or by their school or youth club.
One delegate attended as a stand-in as there was a spare place on
the delegation.
One delegate gave no answer.

Question 6: What do you think would be the best way to select people
for Dáil na nÓg?
In view of the answers to the previous question, opinions here were
relatively consistent. Most delegates were happy that a democratic
election through local structures made sure that people were properly
elected to represent their peers. Within this, however, there were
varying views as to whether this should be at Comhairle, Youth Club, or
School level, but this depended very much on the experience of
delegate in being elected for this Dáil.
Some alternative suggestions included:
‘One delegate from every school.’
‘Through a public speaking competition.’
‘Only if you show interest and commitment. Some only went for a laugh.’
Generally, the majority were agreed that delegates should be elected
democratically at a recognised structure or event, as that process in
itself gave them a feeling of greater empowerment to speak out on the
issues that they discussed.
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Question 7: How often do you think Dáil na nÓg should meet?
CHOICES:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Once every month
Twice a year
Every two months
Once a year
Other

RESULTS:
14
40
30
6
14

Two delegates gave no answer to this question.
The main outcome from this question, is that only six gave answer d), which was that
they were happy that Dáil na nÓg only happened once a year. 98 delegates (approx
96%), of those who answered were of the opinion that it should be held on a more
regular basis. The largest consensus was that the Dáil should be held twice a year,
but there was also significant opinion that it should be held every two months.
14 delegates (12%,) believed that it should happen every month.
A further 14 delegates had gone for the ‘other’ option and all but one in this category
believed that the Dáil should be held on a quarterly basis. Various terms were used
for this, such as ‘quarterly’, ‘every 3 or 4 months’, ‘each term’, or ‘seasonally’, but
they all echoed the same sentiment. The one exception to this was the
recommendation that Dáil na nÓg should happen whenever an issue arose on which
it was important to consult with young people and get their views.
There is no doubt that the feeling amongst delegates, which echoes the responses in
Evaluation 1, is that more opportunity, either in the one event, or in more regular events,
should be given to young people to come together to discuss issues and matters that
affect them and on which they have views.

> 16

Question 8: What did you enjoy most about
Dáil na nÓg?
This question gave the same options as in the first evaluation,
and was intended to see if attitudes had changed since the day.
CHOICES:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

RESULTS:

Meeting new people
Discovering new ideas
The opportunity to speak my mind
The chance to influence decisions
which will affect my life
Other

59
24
62
64
14

Generally, responses were very similar to the first
evaluation. Delegates could choose as many or as few of
the options as they wanted to. On four evaluations this
question wasn’t answered.
Overall, a), c), and d) were the more popular options,
although comments received in the ‘other’ section e)
illustrated that, despite attempts to use correct
language, this remained an issue and many delegates
did not associate hearing other people’s views with
discovering new ideas.
Other comments in section e) included ‘being listened
to’, ‘being treated equally and with respect’, ‘knowing
that I was representing others’, and ‘seeing Croke Park
from the inside’.
One delegate observed that the best part of the day
was the food.

Question 9: Do you feel that you were listened to
at Dáil na nÓg?
Yes: 97

No: 5

Did not answer:
Not sure:

3
1

The response here again supported the
answers given in Evaluation 1 of Dáil na nÓg.
Only five out of the 106 replies received stated
that they hadn’t been listened to. None gave a
reason for this view.
Some of the delegates who had said yes had
added comments, ‘that they hoped that they
were listened to by Government.’
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Appendix 1
Carlow Comhairle na nÓg
James Fenlon
Tara Landers
Miriam Smyth
Dearbhla Ward
Cavan Comhairle na nÓg
Darragh Boyle
Daryl Cusack
Oisín Dolan
Michelle Fraher
Clare Comhairle na nÓg
Rebecca Ferry
Gerald McNamara
Eilish Murrihy
Cathal Nagle
Cork City Comhairle na nÓg
Michael Kelleher
Yvonne O'Driscoll
Martina Phelan
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Cork County Comhairle na nÓg
David Darrer
Niamh Drohan
Michelle Hourihan
Niamh Keane
William O'Regan
Gearóid O'Rourke
Keri Reilly
Amy Sheehan
Mikey Whitty
Keith Young
DLR Comhairle na nÓg
Damian Byrne
Amy Lawless
Donegal Comhairle na nÓg
Fiona Comhaill
Andrew Harkin
Majella Lynch
Pádraig Ó Gallchóir
Dermot Rooney
Nicola Strain

Dublin City Comhairle na nÓg
Alina Bodae
Nicola Conroy
Fionn Daly
Kathriona Doyle
William Flynn
Michael Halligan
Moira Lyne
David Ratchford
Amy Satelle
Niamh Smith
Rachel Tracey
Fingal Comhairle na nÓg
James Doyle
David Hopkins
Ciarán Kavanagh
Sarah Lynchehaven
Andrew Murray
Zoë Trevaskis
Emma Wade
Galway City Comhairle na nÓg
Kelly Lavelle
Aoife Murray
Danielle O'Malley
Yvonne Ryan
Galway County Comhairle na nÓg
Dawn Breslin
Jonathan Caine
Ailbhe Hayes
Jessica Mitchell
Bríd Ní Fhlatharta
Grainne Ní Mháille
Kerry Comhairle na nÓg
Rita Cahill
Orla Concannon
Orla Kennelly
Peter Lynch
Eibhlín Ní Shúilleabháin

Kildare Comhairle na nÓg
Keith Behan
Sarah Dooley
Dean O'Rourke
Kilkenny Comhairle na nÓg
Seán Doyle
Mary B Dunphy
Seán Kenna
Paul Murphy
Laois Comhairle na nÓg
Stuart Austin
Niall Bergin
Soma Byrnes
Esther Tynan
Leitrim Comhairle na nÓg
Conor Bredin
Olivia McGrail
Patrick Murray
Brian Walsh
Limerick City Comhairle na nÓg
Robert Hardy
Richard Hayes
Kelly-Anne Kinsella
Susan McAdam
Limerick County Comhairle na nÓg
Colin Hogan
Rachel O'Mahony
Marian O'Sullivan
Darragh Sheehan
Longford Comhairle na nÓg
Claire Connolly
Graham Coughlan
Erica Elkershi
Winnie McDonagh
Louth Comhairle na nÓg
Edward McKenna
Noel McVeigh
Derek Moran
John Sheridan

Mayo Comhairle na nÓg
Christina Cannon
Áine Choscara
Michelle Doyle
Sheila Eckhardt
Cathriona Kilgannon
Meath Comhairle na nÓg
Deirdre Dhuinn
Owen Kenny
John Lynch
Katie Maginn
Lisa Power
Monaghan Comhairle na nÓg
Jennifer Malone
Kerri McGuigan
Gerard Rooney
Theresa Shiels
NCO Comhairle
Pamela Byrne
Michelle Dempsey
Lisa Ritchie
Louise Casey
Joseph Cash
Jade Miller
Lisa Marie Pearce
Monica Ion
Petrinella Rostas
Maria Stefan
Conor Daly
Helen O'Grady
Sarah Ward
Wendy Whelan
Theia Regan
Martin Collins
Mary Collins
Michael Collins
Stephen Collins
Albie McDonagh
John McDonagh
Krystal McDonagh
Patrick McDonagh
Roseann McDonagh
Offaly Comhairle na nÓg
Aisling Concannon
Justin Daly
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Roscommon Comhairle na nÓg
David Finlay
Méabh Healy
Anthony Keigher
Darragh McConn
Sligo Comhairle na nÓg
John Bell
Noelle Carroll
Aoife Cawley
Bláithín Gallagher
South Dublin Comhairle na nÓg
Karen Curry
Brian MacGearailt
Aisling McGrath
Mary O'Brien
Terrence O'Hara
Mairéad Reynolds
Daniel Smyth
Stand in Delegate
Jess Bolton
Katie Young
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Tipperary North Comhairle na nÓg
Daniel Cantwell
Norma Galvin
Aimée Griffin
Sinéad O'Connell
Tipperary South Comhairle na nÓg
David Carroll
Stephen Harris
Ashleigh O'Brien
Melissa Walsh

Waterford City Comhairle na nÓg
Philip Conway
Sinéad Griffin
Leigh Griffin
Catherine O'Neill
Jennifer Breathnach
Waterford County Comhairle na nÓg
Aaron Donovan
Suzanne Ferncombe
Caroline Hayes
Andrea Murray
Westmeath Comhairle na nÓg
Soren Marl
Wexford Comhairle na nÓg
Kevin Brady
Erin Donoghue
Wicklow Comhairle na nÓg
Rachel Conway
Stephanie English
Sinéad Keogh
Rachael Shortt

Appendix 2
Thanks
The National Children’s Office and the
National Youth Council of Ireland
would like to thank volunteers from
the following organisations. Without
their help, Dáil na nÓg 2003 could not
have happened.
The City/County Development Board of
each Local Authority
Barnardos
Combat Poverty Agency
Community Games
Disability Federation Ireland
Girls’ Brigade
IAYPIC
ISPCC
NAMHI
National Association of Youth Drama
Ógra Chorcaí
Ógras
Pavee Point Travellers’ Centre
Scoil Ciarán
St Michael’s School
Young Catholic Worker
We are also grateful to some other staff,
who came as volunteers without being
associated with an organisation.
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Dáil na nÓg is a
parliament for
young people. It is
where we get heard.
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