The Northern Ireland Youth Forum: United for Change project
engages two dozen young people in a multifaceted programme,
focusing on Personal & Social Development, Good Relations,
Citizenship and Employability. The young people undertake a wide
variety of activities, including group discussions on pertinent issues,
studying at the University of Ulster at Jordanstown, visits to
Germany and Poland, residentials, and work placements.
In this pamphlet some of the young people talk of their experiences
and assess what they have gained from the programme.
Front cover top: United Youth group visiting Heide Park, Hamburg
Front bottom: The second phase United Youth group on Antrim coast residential
Back cover top: United Youth group in Hamburg airport at start of 7-day experience
Back cover bottom: At Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, Germany
Middle: Northern Ireland Executive minister Stephen Farry launches United for
Change programme with UFC participant Shannon Adams, Chris Quinn (Director
NIYF), and Dr Jonny Byrne (UUJ) at University of Ulster Jordanstown.

ISLAND 111 PAMPHLETS

United for
Change
Young people’s experiences of a
‘United Youth’ pilot programme

The Island Pamphlets series was launched in 1993 to stimulate a community-wide debate on historical,
cultural, political and socio-economic issues. Most of the pamphlets are edited accounts of discussions
undertaken by small groups of individuals – the ‘Community Think Tanks’ – which have embraced (on
both a ‘single identity’ and a cross-community basis) Loyalists, Republicans, community activists,
women’s groups, victims, cross-border workers, ex-prisoners, young people, senior citizens and others.
To date 111 titles have been produced and 196,800 pamphlets have been distributed at a grassroots level.
Many of the titles are available for (free) download from http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/islandpublications.
Reviews
This slim volume [Life on the Interface] is refreshing in the totally open and honest style of its writing.
There is no attempt to disguise the disturbing aspects of the conference or the eruption of emotive issues,
which reminds the reader this was not just an academic debate but was concerned with real issues which
affected and divided two communities of real people. [But rather than being] tempted to despair... this
pamphlet has the opposite effect. It shows that the process of dialogue is essential.
(Pauline Murphy, Books Ireland, May 1994)

You’re much more likely to find a sharper, more contemporary political analysis and a few home truths
in small publications than in books which rely on the whims and potential profit-seeking sales of big
publishing companies. . . In a mere thirty pages this pamphlet [Reinforcing Powerlessness] reveals
more about our society than the hundreds of academic publications churned out every year.
(Dave Hyndman, Northern Visions, 2000)
A group of Americans visited our group and we gave them some of the booklets. They wrote to us a few
weeks later saying how much they helped them gain a better picture of what was happening here at
community level. That’s what those booklets do, they give you time to sit and digest what communities
are really saying about their problems. But, even more importantly, being involved in a Think Tank also
helped us get a better grasp of what our own community was all about. And reading the booklets produced
by the Nationalist community gave us a better understanding of that community too. I like the smallgroup approach. I have been to public meetings which turned into slanging matches, and people maybe
got in a few words all night, but never a real opportunity to express themselves. The small-group context
gives you a better opportunity to really debate issues. In the booklets you can see points being thoroughly
explored. Being involved in that debate also gives people confidence, and helps change attitudes.
(George Newell, community activist, East Belfast, 2003)

There are absolutely no holds barred here. This [Ulster’s Protestant Working Class] is the authentic voice
of ordinary people, not filtered or interpreted by intellectuals or academics. In so far as we do not hear
enough of that authentic voice, or have it presented with scorn or ridicule, this little document is
invaluable and should be read by everyone concerned. And if you are not concerned, why not?
(Books Ireland, December 1994)

I think these booklets are an excellent way of getting views and ideas out. I also believe that the entire
series will be very important in the historical sense, in that they will be seen as an accurate reflection of
our working-class communities, Protestant and Catholic.
(Paul Little, IRSP and community activist, 2004)

The Falls document [Ourselves Alone?] should be compulsory reading for everyone interested in a way
forward for this community.
(Roy Garland, Irish News, 3 June 1996)

I think one of the difficulties for all of us is that there is a lack of understanding about the ‘other’
community. And there is work being done to bring about understanding; such as the pamphlets Michael
Hall has been producing – these have been very helpful in that regard.
(Nelson McCausland MLA, DUP, cross-border conference, Drogheda, 2004)

Island Pamphlets have patiently contributed a lot to reconciliation in the North. (Books Ireland, Sept 1996)
Your pamphlet Death of the Peace Process? is the only work I’ve come across so far that gives voice to
the people on the ground in Northern Ireland.
(Letter from Ann-Sofi Jakobsson, Uppsala University, Sweden, July 1997)
I am currently working on a textbook for GCSE History on Northern Ireland. I particularly like the way
your pamphlets get below the stereotypes to reveal more than the simplistic Orange and Green picture
portrayed here in England and in the rest of the world.
(Letter from Ben Walsh, May 1998)
This booklet [Are we not part of this City too?] should be required reading for any nationalist who
sincerely wants to address the apprehensions of our Protestant minority [in Derry]. The general themes
expressed contain proof that there are many in the unionist community who want to search for a way
forward, who desire to co-operate with their nationalist fellow citizens in the task of building a more
inclusive and settled city.
(‘Onlooker’, Derry Journal, 27 July, 1999)
[Michael Hall’s] numerous pamphlets have played a vital role in making contact between [Northern
Ireland’s Unionist and Nationalist] communities – a grassroots engagement which has opened ways
of communication and understanding which, otherwise, would not have existed.
(Wesley Hutchinson, Espaces de l’imaginaire unioniste nord-irlandais,
Presses Universitaires de Caen, France, 1999)

It is good to get people’s interpretations of what happened to them. Often their recollections are so
different – and all the more reason for everybody hearing them. We need to have people talking, and we
need then to have some way of making those who have control of resources listen. These Think Tank
discussions and publications have done nearly everything that can be done to provide a unique
framework within which that talking can be encouraged and publicised.
(Fr. Desmond Wilson, community activist, Ballymurphy, West Belfast, 2004)
[The Think Tank/pamphlet series] seems to me to be an epic and unique initiative. I can’t think of a
similar attempt to facilitate reflection, dialogue and new political thinking in a post-conflict situation.
(Letter from Dr Bill McDonnell, University of Sheffield, 2007)
Michael Hall’s Think Tanks have given many people, in both communities, the opportunity to
articulate their hopes and fears, and confront issues in an honest but always challenging manner.
(Baroness May Blood, Watch My Lips, I’m Speaking!, Gill & Macmillan, Dublin, 2007)
Another prodigious achievement has been the series of Island Pamphlets, edited by Michael Hall.
Numbering some one hundred titles to date, Hall’s project has been a critical contribution to the postwar dialogue between the communities.
(Bill McDonnell, Theatres of the Troubles, University of Exeter Press, 2008)

