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Northern Ireland Youth Forum 

Report to:
Committee for Education, Northern Ireland Assembly 

Subject:
 Education Bill

Date:

 February 2009 

Reporting Officer:
Chris Quinn, On behalf of the NI Youth Forum 

Contact Officer:
The name of the Officer who will be carrying out the actions arising from the Committee/Sub-Committee decision, if different from that of the Reporting Officer.

	Relevant Background Information

	Having received correspondence from the Clerk of the Committee for education requesting feedback from key stakeholders the NIYF put together this response. 

In doing so we have engaged with staff, our executive committee (made up of young people), and NI Youth Forum members (also young people).

We welcome the opportunity to respond to such an important piece of legislation, but should highlight that it is often challenging for us to translate such complex literature into language that young people understand. In addition we are required to provide other relevant background information, which requires a significant amount of resources. 




	Key Issues

	Having worked with the key stakeholders as outlined above, and having used methodology which helped us to articulate the views of young people, we have come up with the following response. 

· The NIYF welcome the fact that young work (/ youth services) is included in the bill. 

· However, the NIYF also recommends that the second bill should go one step further and include detials of entitlement for all young people to have the opportunity to access youth provision. 

· It is further recommended legislation should include statutory duty for young people to have a right to access youth provision.

· It was noted that the report does not detial structures nor does it detial resources. 

· It is therefore recommended that a ring fernced budget be established for ‘youth services’– this could be separate to the overall education budget. 

· It is also recommded that there should be more calrity on where youth services will lie and the structures within which it will operate. 

· It is recommded that the second bill should detail a definition of what ‘youth servcies’ means. However, the NIYF believe that the term youth services may be not be approprate and that youth work is a much more complex disciplne than simply service provision.

· It is strongly recommded that the YSLF have a key role on shaping the 2nd Bill.

· It is also recommded that young people should be central to the process and that the NIYF can facilitate this. 

· The NIYF recommdeds the follwing alterations to the wording of the Bill:

· Para 2.(2)(a) should be amended to include a reference to ‘youth services’ alongside primary and secondary education and educational     services.  

· This approach should be repeated in respect of Para 15.(1)(a) and Para 43.(1)(a).

· If the arrangement described above is not achievable, then the wording of Para 2.(2)(b) should replicate that of Para 2.(2)(a), i.e.     ‘to ensure efficient and effective youth services are available to meet the needs of such children and young people’.
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